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Governments should not resort to defamation suits

THE Malaysian Bar is dismayed to Sarawak, where the apex court tinuous scrutiny and constant vigi-  ernment’s efforts to open up demo-
hear that the Subang Jaya held that a public authority has the  lance to balance the scales of cratic space and foster public trust
Municipal Council (MPS]) has right to bring a civil suit againstan  power. This is especially so in situ-  and confidence. The Malaysian Bar
decided to sue Koh Tat Meng, an individual for defamation. ations such as this, where there is therefore calls on the government
animal activist, for defamation. However, the Malaysian Bar has  an allegation of abuse of authority  to promulgate policy that forbids

It is reported that the suit was grave reservations about this rul- and force. the utilisation of defamation suits
initiated against Koh pursuant to ing, which creates a chilling effect The solution lies not in initiating by any government in this country.
him filing a civil suit against MPSJ on public discourse by effectively a counter-suit for defamation but We also reaffirm the call to
in December last year. The news enabling the government to in replying to or rebutting such immediately introduce legislation,
report also detailed the allegation repress views, curtail expression allegations, with appropriate evi- in the coming session of Parlia-

of assault by council officers, and

and news reporting, and restrict

dence, during the trial. The govern-

ment, to undo the effects of the

the charging of Koh under section democratic space through the ment, as a public body, cannot take  Federal Court decision, and to
186 of the Penal Code for “obstruct-  threat of defamation suits. offence in the same manner thata  ensure once and for all that no
ing apublic servant in the dis- When the government is the private individual may. government in this country will
charge of his public functions”. subject of a suit, it should make all Further, the public purse should  be able to resort to such legal

The decision to sue for defama- efforts to explain and be responsi-  be better utilised in service of the action.
tion would appear to be acr:%lztghle ble for the decisions and actions of  public as opposed to pursuing pro-
in light of the Federal Court - its officers. The role, responsibili- tracted litigation. ABDUL FAREED
sion in Chong Chieng Jen v ties and vast powers held by the This decision by the MPS] does ABDUL GAFOOR
Government of the State of government necessitate such con- not bode well for the present gov- President, Malaysian Bar
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TAKE NO CHANCES

It is imperative that
proprietors of public
places ensure that they are
sufficiently equipped with
soap and sanitisers >2
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‘Stay vigilant to keep virus at bay’

Selangor govt advises shopping
centres and transport operators
to prioritise cleanliness

By BRENDA CH'NG and
ARVIND BHARAT
metro@thestar.com.my

THE cumnt Covid-19 outbreak

ce from all
especially need to prio
The Wurld Health Organisation
said the most effective protective
measure against the virus is to
wash one’s hands with soap and
water thoroughly for at least 20
seconds or use an alcohol-based
hand sanitiser.
This should be done as {requent
ly as possible,
:'llands mm canta;l ;ﬁnﬂ;m
loor or
lift buttons for example.

like shopping centres and
'rnin stations are providing ade-

quate quantities of soap and paper
towels and replmlshh'lg the supply
regula.r]y to meet increased

State heallh. welfare, women

Battlifg
Covid-19

passengers who were coughing and
sneezing.

Other local councils in the state
hawmkgnpmmmeamby
providing hand sanitisers and soap
dispensersattcﬂelsmmeir

premises,
“At Municipal Council

MPK Corporate Communications
director Norfiza Mahfiz.

I hope that all business
owners and public

e sad shopt s otres,  transport operators
pu.bEc transporta mum m:i\ndmm keep their premises
c toilets to
MBS (S et the viras clean and take the
&usrllll:magmg. " necessary measures
was more important i idi &
than ever for owners and operators like p_rowdln_g_ hand
of such facilities to keep their prem-  Washing facilities.
e e
| t all business owners
and pm: operators e , ,
keep their Em clean and take
the necessary measures like provid-
ing hand-washing “We are fortunate that
said. companies like GM Klang and 99
Siti Mariah c ded b havegivenmhm
owners who had taken steps to of face masks.”
keep their premises clean in keep- Apart from that, all premises
the coronavirus at bay. under MPK including public toilets
A visit to the Selangor Health were pped with hand soap and
t website showed info- regularly.
graphics on Covid-19 as well as pre- Hand sanitisers are also available
ventive measures and guidelines at Shah Alam City Council's (MBSA)
on what to do if one develops offices in Sungai Buloh, Setia Alam “Visitors who are sick are
symptoms resembling that of the and Kota Kemuning. advised to wear masks,” said
flu. *This is one of the ways we can Corporate Communications assis-
The health department also encourage the public and our staff  tant director Ahmad Iskandar
reminded taxi and e-haling drivers  to sanitise their hands to prevent Mohamed Mukthar.
1o ensure that their vehicles were being infected. He added that face masks were
always sanitised and clean, wash “We will also be increasing also being distributed at food stalls
their hands regularly and wear efforts to clean our premises and while public toilets were equipped
masks. will focus on door knobs, counter with hand soap.
Drivers were advised to encour- and other surfaces which are The Malaysia Shopping Malls
tafgut on masks, touched by people,” said Association, in a statement, said its
0 were cough- MBSA Corporate Communications  members had taken measures to
ing or sneezing. head Shahrin Ahmad. ensure hygiene and cleanliness for
Besides that, drivers were also Similarly, Pemllng Jaya City shoppers, staff and shop operators.
encouraged to prepare tissues, Council (MZBP]‘] as also Among them are providing hand
hand sanitisers and covered mini hand sanitisers at all its offices. sanitisers at all entrances, lift lob-
dustbins in their cars. “We encourage visitors to wash bies, toilets, concierge stations and
They were also advised to clean their hands and sanitise them other central locations.
their vehicles after dropping off often. There are also thermal scanners

in place fcrbudyle:?eﬂture
muwfurﬂwm

ment,
outlets.

“Malls are also carrying out more
frequent sanitisation and cleaning
of public utilities and other touch

t areas like escalator handrails,

railings,
sitting areas and else
that people come in contact with.
“Visitors are unwell are

authorities and observe self-quar-
antine,” the assocation advised in
its statement.

StarMetro also called up a few
universities and hospitals in Klang
Valley to identify the initiatives

many foreign ts, including
Chinese nationals, are returning to

Malaysia
Munlw_rsiﬂesh\Suhmg]aya
have provided hand sanif
around the cam; usw,inu'used
cleaning of facilities and have been
mwtmgl.duhealmﬁps
email.

There have also been proposals
by students for universities to look
into doing thermal scans at
entrances and to quarantine
showing symptoms of the flu.

Hospitals have prepared hand
sanitisers at various paints for
patients, visitors and staff.
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By SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriva@thestar.com.my

IT IS estimated that some RMSmil
will be collected within a year I(]um
the 20sen shoppers pay for a plas-
tic bag in Selangor.

State environment, green tech-
nology, sclence and consumer
affairs committee chairman Hee
Loy Sian said starting Jan 1, busi-
nesses were required to register
with their respective local councils
for the plastic bag charges.

The local council would then
fssue a certificate indicating that
the premises was participating in
the collection me, he said,
adding that the certificate must be
displayed at the premises.

Businesses are also required 1o
declare and surrender monies
collected to the local council.

*“The money collected will be
channelled to the state and local
eouncil’s trust fund (Tabung

“Sixty ! th

percent goes to the state
and 40% to the local council. The
money will be used for environ-
ment-related causes.

*“The larger share for the state
will offset the anticipated poor
collection from more remote
municipalities and district councils.

“This will enable us to carry out
environment-related programmes
throughout Selangor. Our aim is to
ensure that we phase out plastic
entirely by 2025. We do not want
the collection to increase. We want
it to decrease,

“The programme’s purpose s not
to gain revenue but for the health
of the environment,” sald Hee after
auending a briefing on the plastic

|
are and surrender
monies for plastic bags’

Collection from businesses split 60:40 between -
Selangor govt and local councils, says exco man

Hee (second from left) and Sayuthi at the briefing on the collection of plastic bag charges at PJ Civic Centre.

bag chnﬁe collection at the PJ Civic .
Centre. The event was attended by  plastic bags must be renewed Some 76% said the campaign businesses come up with environ-
business owners from Petaling }:{yla yearly. was not troublesome and 90% mentally-friendly packaging.

as well as representatives from On Oct 10, 2018, the Energy, understood that plastic bags were “There should be tangible out-

local councils,

Science, Technology, Environment

bad for the environment.

comes from the money collected.

Businesses are required to follow  and Climate Change Ministry “However, the research cited a Local councils and state govern-
rules set by each local council for approved Malaysia's Roadmap decrease in public confidence over  ment should create eco-friendly
the collection of the 20sen charge.  Towards Zero Single Use Plastics the manery collected from charges  products to help small businesses.”

The state, however, has a guide-  2018-2030 to curb environmental imposed for plastic bags,” said Hee. Universiti Malaya Institute of
line listing four options for the pay-  problems. The *no plastic bag” campaign Ocean and Earth Sciences director.
ment mechanism. However, Hee said the biggest has been in place since 2010, Prof Dr Sumiani Yusoff hopes the

The first is for busi tosur- challenge faced by the authorities “It has been a decade since money is used to set up more
render the collection once a month  was compliance with the “no Selangor Introduced the No Plastic  neighbourhood recycling centres.

while the second option is to give

plastic bag” rule as well as the ban

Bag Day on Saturdays. It is time

It should also go Tor research

the money twice a month. on straws, malls. supermarkets and retail and development in green prod-
The third option is for them to “We are still taking a soft chains register with their local ucts as well as food composting

surrender monies collected every approach through education and council for the plastic bag charges.” machines in council-managed food

three months while the fourth awareness. Schools and universi- Registration of the premises will  courts.

option is every six months. ties will be involved In the process  also enable the state to have an “Map @ proper strategy to sup-
Monies collected are to be sur- toa. actual figure of plastic consump- port a more circular-based econo-

rendered before the 15th of the “A promotional video to encour-  tion since the ban was implement-  my," she said.

manth. Receipts will be issued and af;geople not to use plasticwillbe  ed. The All Party Parliamentary

these must be shown when renew-  al on national TV stations for a Also present was mayor Datuk Group Malaysia on Sustainable

ing business licences. month,” he said. Mohd Sayuthi Bakar who said Development Goals finance officer

Businesses can aiso opt to not Based on a Merdeka Centre for 38,058 premises would-register Anthony Tan wants the money

dispense plastic and apply to the Opinion Research done in Dec with the Petaling Jaya City Council  collected to be used for critical
state to have this certified. 2018, some 91% of respondents for the programme. matters.

The certificate will say that the said they were'aware of the Organic coordinator Tan “Local governments could use
remises does not give out plastic no-plastic campaign. Siew Luang said the government the funds for pressing matters for
ags. The certificate must be The survey revealed that 81% must carry out enforcement other-  which they lack money such as the

diml:ﬂycd at all times and no agreed with the campaign’s imple-  wise the programme would not spay and neuter programme for
) on is to be done. mentation while 78% supported meet its objective. stray animals. They must identify

Hee said the certificate indicat- the Selangor government's effort to She said the money should be and plan properly based on needs,”

ing that the shop does not provide  ban plastics. utilised to help small-and-medium he said.

(Left and right) The biggest challenge faced by the state authorities is compliance with the ‘no plastic bag' as well as the ban on plastic straws,

according to Hee, — Filepics
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PROTECTING GREEN LUNG

NGOs and Orang Asli gather in
Banting to oppose the proposed
development in Kuala Langat
North Forest Reserve >4
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government was not
provided adequate information
about the forest.
It was reported earlier that the

state government was planning to
degazette 97% of the forest to allow

tor Faizal Parish said the state must
explain to the public details of the

proposed
“We were told the t
was to allow for mixed

would lead to a massive loss of bio-
diversity and adversely affect the

eco-system balance.

“This forest is host to some very

and

mmwuﬂdbedmedmheMr-
estis

“The alau-mxmal:arbvn
sink and the degazettement will
release some 5.5 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide into the atm
thus contributing towards gl
warming,” he during a gather-
ing at a community hall in
ﬁa:‘pgﬁtghl:?;ﬂe’spmmdega—
zette the forest reserve..

On Feb 5, a notice was placed ina
major daily by the state Forestry
D inviting stakehold

in the Kuala Langat district to

their feedback on the

degazettement within 30 days.
Treat Every Environment
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- ‘Do not develop green lung’

Allow all views on degazettement of forest reserve, say NGOs

The Orang Asli community from Pulau Kempas, Busulﬂam,numf“
Dmnnsalmduautl.eﬂiel(ualahthMForestRmmalmeKampungBumedingmmurﬂtyul

di Leela Panikk

':Donlyreudejmsmmetﬂmhw'l:

instead tup to 0

wants to have a m:d&-
undary

“Those
about 18m tall and the area has
largely recovered. The state cannot

ppose the state government's

al\d&lldt"' cul

mauimuye
remaining 60% anmlfnmt.

respect the land of
local Orang Asli and to learn from

Photos: SAMUEL ONG/The Star

ture and lack of trees to absorb
excess carbon,” he said.
hhomwmmmn
Aktivis Alam representa-
tive Mohammad Azim Mohd Saleh
and the Tok Batin of the four Orang
asllvﬂlagulnmeamnmmﬂx
Pulau Kempas, Busut Baru,
Cheeding and Bukit Ki dul

Faizal says the degazettement
will lead to a massive loss of
biodiversity.
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Clear vision for water management

Air Selangor outlines 30-year plan at engagement with vendors

By ARVIND BHARAT tion pledge. years, Air Selangor will spend mitigate such risks by utilising
arvind. bharat@thestar.com.my “Companies should abide by the  RM30bil as capital expenditure to existing as well as new partners to
law as there are severe conse- implement seven strategic plans bring about innovation and to

PENGURUSAN Air Selangor Sdn quences and penalties for any and initiatives. become more efficient.

Bhd held a “CEO engagement with  breach,” said Alias. These include ensuring supply of “One of the most important

vendors” session attended by over Suhaimi said Air Selangor isone  water forever, improvement of things that we are emphasising

1,700 business partners. of the la water operators in asset reliability and resilience, today is integrity and compliance
Present at the event held at Setia  Malaysia but “we must set bench- improving operational efficiency with laws to ensure transparency,”

City Convention Centre, Shah Alam,
was chief executive officer Suhaimi

marks for ourselves to be the best
in South-East Asia as it is our vision

as well as customer experience,
reducing non-revenue water, pro-

said Suhaimi.
He said these changes need to be

Kamaral-zaman together with Air to be leading water operator inthe  viding a conducive working envi- implemented at the top as the. head
Selangor management, Malaysian region.” ronment and environmental stew-  impacts the rest of the organisa-
Anti-Corruption Commission “The reason we have got to ardship. tion.
(MACC) Selangor director Datuk where we are is because Air “Reducing non-revenue water is “We are committed to investing
Alias Salim and repr ives | riners such as contrac- key, from 2013 to 2019, it has and trarisforming water manage-
P from vendors. tors, suppliers and consultants have  decreased from 34.52% to 28.73%,"  ment, forging win-win partner-
o MACC provided an explanation contributed greatly to the smooth said Suhaimi who added that this ships with vendors and playing our
“Suhaimi says the company wants of Section 17A of the MACC Act operation of the company’s water was to ensure a 10% to 15% water  part as responsible corporate citi-
to become leading water operator 2009 pertaining to corporate liabili-  supply over the years.” reserve margin. zens to benefit all stakeholders,”
in region. ty before they took an anti-corrup- He noted that for the next 30 Air Selangor wants to further added Suhaimi.
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